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• The introduction of Alcohol to Aotearoa, New Zealand. 
• Community Action on Alcohol.
• Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
• Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Harm Minimisation ) 

Amendment Bill.
•  Pass the Bill campaign 
• The Community Participation Bill.
• Where to next.

Overview
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Minority groups, including Pasifika, 
R ainbow, low-inc ome c ommunities , 
and other  vulnerable c ommunities  

als o experienc e inequitable 
burdens  of  the harm.

Alc ohol-related harm c os ts  
Aotearoa $ 7.85 billion per  year . 80 % 
of  N Zs  dr ink,  25% at high r is k levels . 

M āori exper ienc e more harms  f rom 
alc ohol than their  non-M āori peers
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Alcohol was introduced to Aotearoa through colonisation, and 
continues to be used as a tool of colonisation 

Alcohol in Aotearoa, New Zealand



Community 
Ac tion on 

Alc ohol 

The Law C ommis s ion review into 
alc ohol in Aotearoa 

Alc ohol P regnanc y  Warning Labels  

Lower  dr iv ing blood alc ohol level 

The S ale and S upply  of  Alc ohol Ac t  
(S AS AA) 20 12

dr ivers  under  20  = zero

250 mc g of  alc ohol per  
litre of  breath



Local Alcohol Policy provisions give local councils the 
ability  to dec ide how, where and when alc ohol is  s old in 
their  c ommunit ies .

The introduc t ion of  L oc al Alc ohol P olic y  (L AP )

DLC s  were introduc ed to overs ee the granting of  and renewals  of  
lic enc es , managers ’ c ert if ic ates .
The DLC  mus t have regard to LAP s  but are not required to give ef fec t  to 
them. 

Dis tr ic t  L ic ens ing C ommittees  (DL C s )

The Ac t does  not mention, or  give ef fec t  to Te Tir it i o Waitangi, 
meaning that DLC s , or  LAP s  do not have to give ef fec t  to Te Tir it i. 

Te T ir it i o Waitangi

S a l e  a n d  S u p p l y  o f  A l c o h o l  A c t  
( S A S A A )  20 12

The Ac t introduc ed s ignif ic ant c hanges  to alc ohol law in Aotearoa. It ’s  purpos e is  to 
improve c ommunity  input into dec is ion making; and its  objec t is  to minimis e 

alc ohol-related harm.



H o we v e r ,  n o t  a l l  wa s  
we l l .



On June 30 2022, Green MP C hlöe S warbric k’s  P r ivate M embers  B ill was  pulled 
f rom the bis c uit  t in; this  introduc ed the B ill to P ar liament. 

AH W provided evidenc e and information to C hlöe to as s is t  her  to draft  the B ill.

The B ill aimed to tac kle the is s ues  with S AS S A. 
Inc luding;

• E nding the appeals  provis ions  proc es s  for  LAP S
Addres s  the is s ues  c ommunities  were fac ing in the DLC  proc es s   

• Ending alcohol sponsorship of broadcast sports.

Alcohol Healthwatch pivoted quickly, allowing our team to work on supporting 
the Bill, calling for public support and activating communities. 

We launched the Pass the Bill campaign within a week of the bill being pulled. 
We had limited resources but broad skills. 

S a l e  a n d  S u p p l y  o f  A l c o h o l  ( H a r m  M in im is a t io n )  
A m e n d m e n t  B i l l



W e  t a p p e d  in t o  N e w Ze a l a n d ’ s  
s p o r t i n g c u l t u r e .  

We knew we needed support for the sports sponsorship part of 
the bill,  s o we leaned into s porting c ulture for  our  c ampaign. 



W e  p a r t n e r e d  wi t h  o t h e r  o r ga n i s a t i o n s  
wh o  c o u l d  d o  t h i n gs  b e t t e r  t h a n  we  c o u l d .  

We knew we needed to tap into our partner organisations, utilising 
l o n gs t a n d in g r e l a t io n s h ip s  



W e  m a d e  t h e  m e s s a gi n g c l e a r ,  we  wa n t e d  p e o p l e  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  B i l l



W e us ed s oc ia l m edia  a nd boos ted pos ts , a nd 
us ed a  num ber of  dif ferent  a ds .

We needed to connect with a wide range of 
people quic kly  online



• We asked organisations  and 
businesses to sign on to 
support an open letter. 

• We asked individuals to sign a 
petition supporting the bill. 

• We asked for people to share 
our posts.

O u r  c a l l  t o  a c t io n  wa s  q u ic k  a n d  e a s y .  



W e  ga in e d  o v e r  8 0 0 0  s ign a t u r e s !  



The pet it ion wa s  pres ented to Pa rlia m ent

The petition was presented to Parliament. Following this and other engagements with 
the c ommunity , the Government introduc ed its  own C ommunity  P artic ipation B ill.



• Amending the Act so that parties can no longer appeal provisional local alcohol policies.
• Allowing district licensing committees to decline to renew a licence  if they consider that 

the license would be inconsistent with the LAP 
• Allowing anyone to object to a license application 
•  Changing the way that licensing hearings are conducted, removing cross -examination, 

and making the process less formal.
•  The DLC must allow for Tikanga at a DLC hearing and make hearing more accessible for 

communities. 

The Bill did not include any provisions regarding alcohol advertising and sponsorship.

The Bill passed and became law in August 2023. 

Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Community 
Participation) Amendment Bill



Our new Government 

S upporting c ounc ils  and terr itor ial 
authorit ies  to implement LAP s  and 
s upport  c ommunities   to engage in 

LAP  and DLC  proc es s es

We c ontinue to c all for  a full 
review of  the S AS AA to ens ure the 

law is  f it  for  purpos e and intent  
and reduc es  harm
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Where to next for Alcohol law reform in Aotearoa 

What’s next? 
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